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The problem of the study centers on determining the level to
which such latent functions of education are materialized for
university graduates. The study was conducted on a total of 231
graduate students undertaking a thesis or non-thesis Master's
degree at Erciyes University School of Social Sciences. Data
was collected by using a questionnaire developed by the
researcher. It included 24 items belonging to 5 factors effective
in determining the latent functions of education. The findings of
the present study show that educational institutions are partially
successful in creating peaceful life conditions, providing a high-
er social status and eliminating negative attitudes and behaviors.
However, the findings show that universities are not equally
effective in forming a network of friends and social contacts and
meeting future marital partners, suggesting that educational
institutions are unable to meet these latent functions. Another
important result has been that the location of the university and
pursuing a master's degree are not highly significant variables in
determining the latent functions of education. The results show
that educational policy-makers should consider the latent func-
tions of educational institutions as well as their manifest
functions. Therefore, curriculum planners, administrators and
teachers should all make it their priority to prepare their students
for real life and to raise better individuals. An important respon-
sibility of high schools and universities is to equip individuals
with job skills required to earn a living; however, developing
human skills should not be neglected in the meantime.

The rapid technological developments constitute civilizations (Akar, 1996, p .211 ).
which started in the 20th century have Similar to other social institutions, edu-
transformed literacy from being a luxury cational institutions also perform manifest
in most pre-industrial societies to being a and latent functions (Schaefer and Lamm,
social requirement (Drucker, 1970, p .70). 1989, p .443). Manifest functions are those
Today, education is not only a requirement intended by and obvious to all members of
but a must in Turkey (Ergun, 1994,16). It a social group. For example, in most soci-
is a socially presumed phenomenon which eties, the manifest function of the family
eases individuals' adaptation to social life is to reproduce and raise children. The
and equips them with positive personal manifest function of the educational sys-
and social behaviors. From this perspec- tem, on the other hand, is to teach young
tive, education has been a significant tool adults the topics needed to become fully-
in the birth of social institutions which functioning members of society. The most
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basic manifest function of education then
is the transmission of knowledge. Schools
teach students many diverse skills rang-
ing from reading and speaking foreign
languages to repairing automobiles. On
the other hand, institutions also perform a
number of latent functions. These are the
unintentional or "hidden" consequences
of an institution's activities of which most
people are unaware. To illustrate, the latent
function of some education systems is to
perpetuate the existing social class struc-
ture in societies. Eor another example, it
has been claimed that the fraternities and
sororities in Westem educational institu-
tions latently perpetuate homogamous
marriages between people of similar eth-
nic, religious and social class backgrounds
(Can-, 2004; Kendall, 1998, p.227).

It is in fact rather difficult to make a
clear distinction between the manifest and
latent functions of schools due to the many
diverse latent functions of education. Such
diversity is often caused by individual dif-
ferences between students. Today it is a
well-known fact that the same education-
al process may make rather different
infiuences on individuals. This is not sur-
prising given the complex nature of
education which may produce different
positive and negative outcomes while at the
same time creating shared attitudes and
behaviors (Konuk, 2003, p.268). Due to
the difficulty of drawing a rigid boundary
between the manifest and latent functions
of education, they have been grouped dif-
ferently by various authors. Among the
manifest functions of education are the
accumulation and transmission of cultur-
al heritage, the socialization of the
individual, the raising of innovative change

agents, and other political, selective and
economic functions. Latent functions, on
the other hand, include providing a peace-
ful life, serving as a meeting place for
marital partners, eliminating negative atti-
tudes and behaviors, producing new social
networks and bringing better social status
(Çelikkaya,1996, p.59-64; Tezcan,1997,
p.62-64; Konuk, 2003, p.268). Various
conceptualizations exist in the literature
related to the latent functions of educa-
tional institutions, explanations about
which are given below.

Providing a peaceful life
Schools in most countries aim to teach

children social norms that prevail in the
country, patriotism, history and the impor-
tance of satisfying civic responsibilities
such as preserving state property, paying
taxes or serving in the military. People with
a high education level are thought to have
more tolerance for others, be able to estab-
lish a healthier dialogue, have respect for
the rights of others, care for the preserva-
tion of public property and have more
empathy with others (Akyiiz, 1991, p.265-
266).

Serving as a meeting place for marital part-
ners

Marriage is the socially accepted and
approved unity of a man and a woman
(Giddens, 2000, p.l48). Choosing the right
marital partner is a complex process in
many societies. Due to the important social
functions fulfilled by marriage, many soci-
eties have deemed the decision too critical
to be left to young adults themselves.
Therefore, parents in many societies have
chosen their children's marital partners
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without consulting them (Coser, Rhea,
Steffan & Nock,1983, p.282). Particular-
ly before the 17th and 18th centuries, no
society accepted "love" as a viable reason
for marriage. Establishing love as a viable
reason has been a revolution. It happened
with young adults in many different parts
of the world starting to reject their parents'
choice of partner and demanding the right
to choose their own spouses (Sanderson,
1991, p.387). In modern societies, less
importance is attached to blood relations
or loyalty to the tribe, and individual effort
is the key to better social positions rather
than ancestry. This has encouraged young
adults to make their own marital choices
rather than accept the preferences of older
family members. It can therefore be said
that modernization gave people the free-
dom to choose their own marital partners
(Coser et al, 1983, p.282). Aytaç and
Bayram (2001, p.97-98) have revealed that
the most important factor in spouse selec-
tion of female students is personality,
followed by love. For males, these two fac-
tors change place of importance, and the
socio-economic level match between fam-
ilies arises as another important factor. It
can thus be said that males look for a
spouse who comes from a family structure
similar to their own, suggesting that males
are more traditional. Related to this, Sezal
(2003, p. 151 ) states that most young adults
in Turkey choose their marital partners in
one of the following ways: arranged mar-
riages, semi-arranged marriages and love
marriages.

In the strong version of arranged mar-
riages, the ultimate marital decision is made
by the elders without asking the opinion of
future partners. Here, the family of a young

man traditionally searches for a suitable
female candidate and then asks her fami-
ly for her hand in marriage. In most cases,
the young couple does not see each other
before the wedding night. In the semi-
arranged marriage model, the young couple
is given family consent to meet and get to
know each other prior to becoming wed.
If the young couple does not like each
other, the families usually respect this. In
another version of the semi-arranged mar-
riage, the young man asks his parents to ask
for the hand of a young woman (Sezal,
2003, p.l51). Today, love marriages are
more common in Turkey and around the
world. Giddens (2000, p.151) states that
free choice of marital partners is now the
general global tendency.

Modem societies present young adults
with many places where they can meet
members of the other sex, such as offices,
culture centers, school or university cam-
puses (Anderson, 1974, p.356). Such
environments help young people establish
friendships, engage in romantic relation-
ships, and ultimately meet future marital
partners (Baron, Byrne & Suis, 1989,
p. 130). As these physical environments
determine one's friends, it is not surpris-
ing that most students should choose their
best friends from among those at the same
school or class, or even those who share
seats with them (Zanden, 1987, p.272).
While universities materialize their man-
ifest functions by offering instruction and
organizing research, they at the same time
materialize a latent function when they
serve as a meeting place for future mari-
tal partners (Çelikkaya, 1996, p.6O).
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Elimination of negative attitudes and behav-
iors

Another function of educational insti-
tutions is to offer solutions to the
pathological aspects of a society, such as
crime, substance abuse, sexual deviation,
excessive population growth or birth
control issues (Tezcan, 1997,p.73). Addi-
tionally, educational institutions are
expected to eliminate the negative char-
acteristics of the environment and provide
a set of positive activities (Giinay, 1992,
p.105).

Producing new social networks
Starting school expands a child's net-

work of friends which, until then, is limited
to relatives and friends in the neighbor-
hood. Education thus gives students the
opportunity to have a wider circle of
friends (Tezcan, 1997, p.62). In many
instances, these friendships extend beyond
educational institutions into becoming life-
long social networks (Bozkurt, 2004,
p.287).

Bringing better social status
Social status may be defined as the

place or position deemed appropriate for
an individual by the society (Fichter, 1990,
p.28). For instance, the social status of a
"father" in most societies signifies a posi-
tion to provide food and shelter for children
and receive respect and obedience in return
(Deutsch and Krauss, 1965, p. 14). Druck-
er (1970, p.71) states that in technological
societies, money and class have been
replaced by education in the social status
and opportunity index. Similarly, Turner
(1978, p.495) contends that education plays
a significant role in determining one's

social and economic position.

Aim
The aim of education is to raise indi-

viduals in line with its manifest functions.
During or after this process, several latent
functions may also come into play, which
at times act as side effects. While manifest
functions include the transmission of social
culture, the acquisition of work qualifica-
tions and skills, and an awareness of
citizenship, latent functions include the
provision for a higher social status, a peace-
ful life, an appropriate marital partner and
new social networks. The problem of the
current study is to determine the level to
which the latent functions of education are
materialized for university graduates. The
study aims to determine whether obtaining
a university education provides graduates
with a higher social status, an appropriate
marital partner, a peaceful life, a network
of friends and social contacts, and an aver-
sion of negative tendencies such as crime.

Method
This is a descriptive study conducted

on a population of university graduates.
As the population size was rather large, a
smaller sample of 240 graduate students
undertaking a thesis or non-thesis Mas-
ter's degree at Erciyes University School
of Social Sciences during the academic
year 2006-2007 was chosen. These stu-
dents' class schedules were obtained from
the School of Social Sciences and their
classes were observed for one week. Lec-
turers teaching these courses were
approached to obtain permission for the
implementation of questionnaires during
class times. The students were told that
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completing the questionnaire was a vol-
untary decision. Following an appropriate
amount of time, the questionnaires were
collected from the students. A total of 231
students agreed to participate in the study
and data from them was evaluated by using
SPSS 13 package program.

Data Collection Tool
A questionnaire was developed by the

researcher for the data collection stage of
the study which aimed to determine the
latent functions of education. A total of 24
items belonging to the five factors effec-
tive in determining the latent functions of
education (provision of a peaceful life,
choosing an appropriate marital partner,
an aversion of negative tendencies, pro-
ducing new social networks, providing a
higher social status) was included in the
questionnaire. The questionnaire was
scored in the form of a 5-item Likert scale
going from "l=completely disagree" to

"5=completely agree".

Findings
Of the participants, 43% were males

and 57% were females. A total of 48%
were pursuing thesis degrees and 52% were
new university graduates pursuing non-
thesis degrees. Additionally, 46% of
participants had gone to university in the
city they were bom whereas the remain-
ing 54% had studied in different cities.

Table 1 presents the mean scores and
standard deviations obtained from the reli-
ability analyses of the factors in the
questionnaire, namely providing a peace-
ful life, choosing an appropriate marital
partner, eliminating negative attitudes and
behaviors, producing new social networks
and bringing social status. As the reliabil-
ity coefficients within factors ranged
between 0.60 and 0.83, they were all
accepted.

Table 1

Reiiabiiity Analysis Results of Factors Obtained from the Latent Functions of Education

Questionnaire

Factors

Providing a peaceful life
Choosing an appropriate
marital partner
Eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors
Producing new social
networks
Bringing social status

Number of n Mean SD C. Alpha
Items
5
5

4

3

7

231
231

231

231

231

16.76
14.90

14.22

8.00

24.93

3.57
3.70

2.48

2.20

3.72

0.83
0.63

0.63

0.60

0.63



430 / Education Vol. 129 No. 3

Table 2

Means and Standard Deviations of Factors in the Latent Functions of Education
Questionnaire with Respect to Sex

Factors

Providing a peaceful life
Choosing an appropriate
marital partner
Eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors
Producing new social
networks
Bringing social status

Males
(n=100)

Mean
3.46

3.08

3.52

2.78

3.55

SD
.73

.11

66.UU

.75

.49

Females
(n=131)

Mean
3.45

2.89

3 S»
J.JO

2.57

3.57

SD
.69

.71

SO

.71

.56

Table 3
Means and Standard Deviations of Factors in the Latent Functions of Education
Questionnaire with Respect to the Graduate Program that the Students Were Following

Factors Thesis
(n=110)

Mean SD
Providing a peaceñil life
Choosing an appropriate
marital partner
Eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors
Producing new social
networks
Bringing social status

Non-thesis
(n=121)

Mean SD
3.41

2.96

3.55

2.57

3.57

.69

.69

.66

.73

.48

3.29

3.00

3.56

2.75

3.56

.74

.78

.59

.73

.57

Table 2 shows the means and standard
deviations of the factor scores with respect
to the two sexes who participated in the
study.

Females and males scored quite simi-
larly on the factor providing a peaceful
life. This suggests that participants thought
that educated people were more tolerant,
followed the rules of social life, app-
roached problems more rationally and did
not harbor violence in their environments.

Females and males scored similar on all
other factors except for choosing an appro-
priate of the factors with respect to the
program the students were following are
given in Table 3.

Quite similar mean scores were
obtained by both groups of students on the
factors providing a peaceful life, elimi-
nating negative attitudes and behaviors,
producing new social networks and bring-
ing social status. The mean scores show
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Table 4
Means and Standard Deviations of Factors in the Latent Functions of Education Questionnaire with
Respect to the Location of the University

Factors

Providing a peaceful life
Choosing an appropriate
marital partner
Eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors
Producing new social
networks
Bringing social status

Home city
(n=107)

Mean SD
3.34 .65

2.93 .71

3.51 .64

2.57 .71

3.53 .53

Other city
(n=124)

Mean
3.37

3.02

3.59

2.74

3.58

SD
.11

.76

.61

.75

.53

Table 5
T-test Results of Factors in the Latent Functions of Education Questionnaire with Respect to

Sex, Program Followed and Location

Providing a peaceful life
Choosing an appropriate
marital partner
Eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors
Producing new social
networks
Bringing social status

Sex
t

1.936

1.932

-.744

2.184

-.145

P
.054

.055

.458

.030*

.885

Program
t

1.225

-.409

-.118

-1.861

.128

Followed
P

.222

.683

.906

.064

.898

Location
t

-.314

-.992

-1.091

-1.742

-.766

p
.754

.322

.278

.083

.445

that the latent functions of education were
partially materializing in the factors pro-
viding a peaceful life, eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors, and bringing social
status.

Table 4 shows similar mean scores in
all five factors with respect to the location
of the university attended, i.e. whether it
is the student's home city or not. The fac-
tors most agreed upon by the participants
were bringing social status and eliminat-
ing negative attitudes and behaviors.
Agreeing on both factors to a moderate
degree, the participants agreed less on the
other factors.

In the next stage of the study, the latent
functions of education were given the t-
test with respect to sex, program followed,
and location in order to determine any dif-
ferences (Table 5).

The table shows that a statistically
meaningful difference existed only in the
producing new social networks factor of
girls and boys (t = 2.184; p < 0.05). Accord-
ing to this, male students agreed more than
the females that friendships formed before
university were better than those formed at
the university, that the most reliable friends
were people from their hometowns and
that university friendships were not endur-
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ing as they were based on personal advan-
tage (Table 2). In other words, girls can be
said to think that the university does not
really produce new social networks. It was
found that the type of program followed or
the location of university did not lead to
any statistically significant difference
between any of the the factors. This can be
observed from the tables above as well
(Tables 2,3 and 4).

No statistical relationship was found in
the correlation analyses between the fac-
tors choosing a marital partner and
providing a peaceful life, and eliminating
negative attitudes and behaviors and brin-
ing social status. Similarly, no statistically
significant relationship was seen between
the factors producing a new social network
and providing a peaceful life, and elimi-
nating negative attitudes and behaviors and
bringing a higher social status. At the same
time, between all other factors a statisti-
cally meaningful relationship was seen at
the level 1% (Table 6). The strongest rela-
tionship was found between the factors
providing a peaceful life and eliminating
negative attitudes and behaviors (r=.51;
p<.001). Also, statistically meaningful rela-

tionships were found between the factors
providing a peaceful life and bringing a
high social status (r=.35; p<.001); elimi-
nating negative attitudes and behaviors and
bringing a high social status (r=.34;
p<.001); finding an appropriate marital
partner and producing a new social net-
work (r=.25; p<.001).

Discussion and Conclusion
One of the most important functions of

university is to give individuals a modem
outlook by teaching them social tolerance,
respect for others, and seeing problems
from a broader perspective (Gokçora,
2006, p.3). The findings of the present
study show that educational institutions,
universities in particular, are successful in
creating peaceful life conditions for indi-
viduals.

The variables of sex, the program fol-
lowed and the location of university did
not create meaningful differences in stu-
dents' perceptions of providing a peaceful
life. The factor of providing a peaceful life
was found to have a meaningful relation-
ship with the factors of eliminating
negative attitudes and providing a high sta-

Table 6
Correlations between the Eactors in the Latent Eunctions of Education Questionnaire

Factors

Providing a peaceful life
Choosing an appropriate
marital partner
Eliminating negative
attitudes and behaviors
Producing new social
networks

Choosing
a marital
partner

.08

Elimmatmg
negative attitudes

.51**

.08

Social
networks

.03

.25**

0 7

Social
status

.35**

.09

14**

**p < 0.01
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tus whereas it did not have a similar rela-
tionship with choosing an appropriate
spouse and producing a new network. It
can thus be said that educational institu-
tions give people a positive outlook on life,
create a wish for improvement, equip them
with scientific knowledge instead of tra-
ditional knowledge, increase their
tolerance, and encourage them to abide by
the rules of social life and lead a respect-
ful life cleared of violence. At the same
time, as people's social status rises, so do
those of their family; being a university
graduate eases the process of getting a job
and finding an appropriate spouse, change
people's life for the better, and thus lead
to a positive outlook on life and improve-
ment while reducing the crime rate too.

No difference was found between the
factor finding a spouse with respect to sex,
the program followed and the location of
the university. The factor finding a spouse
was only related to the factor producing
new networks. It can thus be said that those
who believed that pre-university friend-
ships were better and more enduring also
believed that it was best to get married
through an arranged marriage and that
romantic relationships were damaged by
flirting. Thus they placed more importance
to the opinions of their families when
choosing a spouse. In other words, they
could not make independent decisions
when getting married, which was con-
firmed by a newspaper article. According
to this, 59% of married women and 58%
of married men in Turkey enter their first
marriages between the ages 18-24. The
percentage of Turkish women who say that
they accept arranged marriages is 36%,
and the percentage of men who do so is 25.

The figure for those who say they accept
semi-arranged marriages (the weak ver-
sion of arranged marriages) is 28% for
women and 32 for men. Twenty-seven per-
cent of women and 35% of men say that
they get married for love upon obtaining
their families' consent (Radikal Daily,
2006, p.3). This shows that university stu-
dents value their families' views when they
get married.

An important function of schools is to
give individuals a positive lifestyle.
Increased educational status also brings
an increased wish for improvement.
Schools endow people with scientific
knowledge about issues such as health,
grooming and sexuality. Such elimination
function of educational institutions was
agreed to a similar extent by female and
male students, people enrolled in thesis
and non-thesis programs, those going to
university in their hometowns and in other
cities. No difference was found between
the opinions of the groups.

An examination of the relationship
between the elimination factor and others,
a relationship was seen between this fac-
tor and a peaceful life and a higher status.
Therefore, increased educational level
means higher social status, an increased
wish for self-development and a more
peaceful life. As people's educational level
increases, their social networks also expand
naturally. While in lower educational lev-
els, one's social network is limited to
friends from the same town, in higher edu-
cation they make friends from other cities
and even countries (Çelikkaya, 1996, p.60).
A difference was observed between the
opinions of female and male students as
regards the factor providing new social
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networks. Males agreed more that their
most reliable friends were people from
their own hometowns and that university
friendships are based on personal advan-
tage. In other words, female students value
their university friends and view them
more positively.

The perceptions of students who went
to university in their hometowns and those
who went to university in other cities were
similar. So were the perceptions of thesis
and non-thesis students. The factor pro-
ducing a new social network was only
associated to the factor choosing an appro-
priate spouse. According to this, students
perceived pre-university friendships more
positively and they valued their families'
opinions in choosing a marital partner. The
style of education, its duration and level are
all important in obtaining a higher status
(Tan, 1981, p .69). As the educational level
rises, the social status of the individual and
his/her family also rises. At the same time,
it was found that all groups of students
agreed that the lifestyle of the individual
was affected positively, better prestige was
earned especially in smaller places, and
job opportunities multiplied along with
opportunities for finding an appropriate
spouse. Also, the correlation between fac-
tors showed a strong relationship between
a higher status and a more peaceful life
and less negative behaviors.

The results of the study showed that
education partially provided a peaceful
life, a high social status and less negative
attitudes and behaviors. On the other hand,
it was not influential in providing networks
or choosing a spouse, thus showing that
schools did not fully materialize these
latent functions. It was also concluded that

the location of the university and a grad-
uate degree were not strongly determining
factors and that a university education con-
tributed more to females than to males.

These results suggest that educational
policy-makers should consider the latent
functions of educational institutions as well
as their manifest functions. Therefore, cur-
riculum planners, administrators and
teachers should all make it their priority to
prepare their students for real life and to
raise better individuals. An important
responsibility of high schools and univer-
sities is to give individuals work skills
needed to earn a living; however, devel-
oping human skills should not be neglected
during this process.

This study was based on the percep-
tions of university students. As is
commonly known, the latent functions of
education start in preschool and all stages
of education are interlocked. Thus, study-
ing how the latent functions of education
are materialized in preschools, primary,
secondary and high schools is worth study-
ing. This is why both the formal instruction
and the education of students from
preschools through university and beyond
should be given importance. In addition
to this, opportunities should be created to
diversify the social networks of students
throughout the educational process. Also,
provisions should be made for more social
activities, opportunities for personal devel-
opment, elimination of negative behaviors,
and relationships between females and
males.
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